Test: Pereira Randonneuse

by Jan Heine

Frame size: custom

Cost (frame/fork/rack/stem): $ 2890 (Basic frame/fork starts at $ 1600)
Front derailleur: $ 250

Cost (complete bike): $ 5500

Weight as tested:* 11.6 kg (25.4 Ibs)

Test distance: 275 km (172 miles); longest ride 192 km (120 miles)
Tires: Grand Bois 650B x 32 mm, 4.8 bar (70 psi)

Cranks: 2006 Campagnolo Record carbon 172.5 mm, tread: 146 mm
Availability: (+1) 503.333.5043, www.pereiracycles.com

Summary

Our test bike won the Best Road Bike award at the 2007 North
American Handmade Show for its appearance. On the road, its good
looks are matched by its performance. The Pereira offers speed,
handling and function to equal the best bikes I have ridden.

Introduction

Tony Pereira has been building bicycles since 2004. At his Port-
land, Oregon, shop, he specializes in custom steel mountain bikes,
both with 559 mm (26 ) and 622 mm (700C) wheels. Recently,
he has started to make fully-equipped cyclotouring bikes in the
tradition of the French constructeurs.

First impression

The Pereira is an attractive bike. While its general lines are those
of a traditional French cyclotouring bike, it is not a copy, but instead
incorporates many stylistic elements of Pereiras mountain bikes,
including a pear-shaped cutout in the seat lug and a brazed-on pear-
shaped headbadge.? The rest of the bike is llet-brazed, with very
smooth joints. The dark green paint is smooth, albeit a bit thick. The
two-color pin-striping is neatly applied, adding a classy touch.

The lever-operated front derailleur clearly is inspired by Camille

Daudon s 1940s bikes, but the execution with a tubular steel lever
shows that Tony Pereira copied only the general idea. The remainder
of the component selection is equally non-traditional, with Campag-
nolo carbon cranks, carbon brake levers, a Shimano rear derailleur
and Paul cantilever brakes. At the front, Tony Pereira used the
Neo-Retro brake to make room for the handlebar bag, while the
Touring brake at the rear provides improved heel clearance.

The 584 x 32 mm (650B) wheels are equipped with stainless
steel Berthoud fenders. A custom steel stem and front rack round
off the Pereira. Seen from above, the rack is angled a bit from the
central axis of the frame. This minor cosmetic aw is hidden by the
handlebar bag. The bike is equipped with a SON generator hub and
an E6 headlight. It has no taillight, perhaps because no elegant tail-
lights are available. This is a show bike, after all. A battery-powered
taillight could be clamped to the seat post.

Riding the Pereira

| received the Pereira in late June, as | was doing my nal train-
ing for Paris-Brest-Paris. Thus, the bike immediately was pressed
into service for my high-intensity training. My rst ride was a set of
intervals, and | found that the bike climbed well. The next morn-
ing, | left at sunrise for a 190 km (120 mile) ride over the Seattle
International Randonneurs  Mountain 100 km course. This is
one of my favorite rides. It includes many of the challenging hills
in the Cascade foothills around Issaquah, but at the same time
retains a nice ow that reminds me of a Beethoven symphony. Like
asymphony, the course is intense and can be overwhelming at  rst.
With familiarity, | appreciate it more and more.
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Elegant twin-plate fork crown. Special brake attachment bolts have forward extensions, to which the rack attaches with nuts. This
prevents vibrations of the rack from loosening the bolts that attach the brakes. The curved rack supports approximate the triangulated
shape of classic racks, thus providing plenty of strength. A lower rack position would allow adding a forward fender mounting point.

| met up with two friends, Ryan and Brian, and we rode out to
Issaquah. This warm-up served us well, because the ride starts with
aride up Cougar Mountain, a 2.5 km (1.5 mile) climb that averages
10% and has numerous very steep pitches. As the road wound its
way through the trees, the Pereira responded wonderfully when
the grade relented, and it did not get bogged down when the grade
steepened. | was completely out of breath as | crested the top, but
my time was among my fastest this year.

On the following, wide-open descent, | let the Pereira roll. Even
at 80 km/h (50 mph), the bike was perfectly stable in a full aero
tuck, and not disturbed by crosswinds. Another climb followed, and
I really began to enjoy the Pereira. As is typical on bikes made from
thinwall oversize tubing, my cadence was a bit lower than usual,
and | had to concentrate on keeping my pedal stroke round, but
the bike responded beautifully to my inputs. The Pereira s weight of
11.6 kg (25.4 Ibs.), not counting the bag and my food and clothing
for the day, is about average for a fully-equipped constructeur bike.
Subjectively, however, the bike felt lighter than that on the climbs,
because it responded so well to my pedaling inputs. Replacing the
steel fenders with aluminum ones could reduce the weight of the
bike by another 150 g (0.33 Ibs.),® but would require an additional
mounting point for the front fender on the rack.

Another descent loomed, with a long curve taken at high speed.
My con dence in the Pereira s handling was building, and | stayed

in the aero tuck during the curve. The bike behaved perfectly, and
at the bottom, | had a sizeable gap on my friends, whose modern
racing bikes do not offer the same con dent handling.

One of my favorite parts of this symphonic course is the inter-
lude that follows, on a road winding through the bucolic Green
River Valley. The road was built outside the oodplain, so it hugs
the edge of the valley, with many dips and rises. The Pereira was
making good time here, but I noticed a slight nervousness on the
straights that took a little adjustment. | suspect the smaller 584 x 32
mm (650B) tires don t have the same gyroscopic forces to stabilize
the bike as the 584 x 38 mm (650B) or 622 x 30 mm (700C) tires
that | usually ride. However, this did not affect my ability to ride the
Pereira no-hands even at relatively low speeds.

Like in a Beethoven symphony, the interlude did not last long, and
Tiger Mountain loomed. This climb is long and varies in pitch, but
never gets steeper than 6-8%. With the Pereiras gearing (50x34
chainrings; 12-25 cassette) | started the climb in the big ring. The
pitch of the road steepened, and | reached down to shift the lever-
operated front derailleur. The chain smoothly went onto the small
chainring. As the grade relented, | could have stayed on the small
ring, but to test the front derailleur, | shifted back onto the big
ring. Even in mid-hill, the shift was smooth and fast. As the grade
steepened and relented, | shifted the front derailleur three more
times without breaking my rhythm or veering off course.
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The hand-made front derailleur works exceptionally well. At 84
g, it weighs 40 grams less than a Shimano Ultegra derailleur
(81 g), shift lever (34 g) and shifter cable (11 g).

The following descent is one of the few places on this ride that
require braking for series of turns. As | approached the  rst corner
in a full aero tuck, | noticed the wet road surface covered with
leaves. | moved my hands into the drops and applied the brakes
hard. However, the braking power of the Paul Neo-Retro cantilever
brakes was not on par with the Mafac centerpull brakes on my own
bikes. I entered the corner faster than | would have liked, but the
Pereira behaved wonderfully on the limit. | may have felt the tires
slipping ever so slightly, but we made it around the corner ne. The
following downhill with a tailwind made me realize how annoying
| found the noise from the Chris King cassette hub s ring drive
mechanism, which emitted a high-pitched buzz. The ring drive
has many more engagements than a standard freewheel, making it
stronger and quicker to engage. The disadvantages are the noise
and perhaps a slightly higher resistance when coasting.*

Having completed the rst half of the gure-8 loop, we entered
Issaquah again. A quick glance at my watch showed that we were
making very good time. After a few more moderate hills, we dropped
into the Snoqualmie Valley on another twisty descent. Again, the
handling of the Pereira shone.

Campagnolo carbon cranks do not provide signi cant weight
savings, but at least the tread (Q factor) is low (146 mm).

One of the few at stretches on this ride followed, as we rode
through the oodplain of the Snoqualmie Valley. On this sunny
summer day, the world was perfect as we rode past organic farms,
through groves of trees, with occasional glimpses of the snow-cov-
ered peaks of the Cascade Mountains in the background. However,
I could see my companions bikes with their narrow 23 and 25
mm tires buzz on the rough pavement, whereas the 650B x 32 mm
tires of the Pereira absorbed all but the worst bumps. Nothing on
the bike rattled or vibrated, and | thoroughly enjoyed this section.
We brie y stopped at a caf in Carnation before embarking on the

nale of our ride.

Tolt Hill is a deceptive hill. It starts out as a shallow climb, but
imperceptibly, the grade steepens until it reaches 10-12% for the
last 800 meters (1/2 mile). Having ridden for more than 3 hours at
maximum speed, my legs began to get tired, and for the st time,
the Pereira was not completely on my side. As my legs lost the ability
to stay on top of the gear, a downshift had me leave the planing
zone, and the going got a it tough. | managed to muscle over the
crest, but | realized that for me, this bike was better-suited to hard
efforts than to very long rides.
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